HORNCASTLE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL . 

TKNNUTKla  REpoRT 

of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER 

A For  the  Year 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Sanitary  Committee  of 
the  Horncastle  R.D.C. 

GENTLEMEN,— 

I herewith  present  my  annual  report 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1925. 
This  report  is  to  be  a survey  which  is  con- 
cerned with  the  progress  made  in  the  area 
during  the  preceding  five  years  in  the 
improvement  of  the  public  health. 

The  best  way  I think  is  to  give  statistics 
of  the  last  five  years  by  way  of  comparison 
of  Infectious  Diseases  notified. 


This  is  more  than  the  average,  which 
amounts  to  19.6,  which  is  not  excessive 
seeing  that  Pneumonia  plays  so  large  a 
part  in  the  returns  for  the  last  two  years, 
and  we  have  had  a pretty  extensive  out- 
break of  Scarlet  Fever  at  Benniworth  in 
1925. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births : Legitimate,  males  100,  females  102 ; 
illegitimate,  males  6,  females  5 ; Total, 
males  106.  females  107.  Birth-rate,  17.92. 

Deaths,  139.  Death-rate,  11.7. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year,  per 
1,000  registered  births,  56.33.  Total : 9 males, 
3 females.  Illegitimate,  1 male,  1 female. 

Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  conse- 
quence of  child-birth:  From  sepsis,  nil; 
From  other  causes,  1. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages),  nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages),  1. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years),  2. 

The  mortality  from  Tuberculosis  is  the 
lowest  recorded  during  the  last  five  years, 
of  which  I give  a table  below,  and  also  the 
mortality  from  Cancer,  which  shows  an 
increase,  though  not  so  high  as  in  1922. 


1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

Tuberculosis 

■ .83 

1.41 

1.32 

1.0 

.75 

Cancer 

1.41 

1.66 

.91 

1.33 

1.51 

These  figures  give  an  average  mortality 
during  the  past  five  years  of  1.06  for 
Tuberculosis  and  1.36  for  Cancer  in  the  same 
period. 

New  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  during 
the  different  years  of  the  quinquenium: — 
1921  1922  1923  1924  1925 

24  25  26  19  19 

These  figures  give  a yearly  average  of 
22.6,  so  that  the  figures  for  1924  and  1925  are 
both  below  the  average. 

APPENDIX. 

Area  in  acres,  100,147. 

Population:  1921,  12,020;  1925,  11,880. 

No  of  inhabited  houses  (1921),  3,237. 

No.  of  families  or  separata  occupiers 

(1921),  3,119. 

Rateable  value,  £112,920;  sum  represented 
by  Id.  rate,  £470. 

Amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief,  £2,171. 
HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUDSIDISED 
BY  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  OR 
COUNTY  COUNCIL. 
TUBERCULOSIS. 

Beds  are  reserved  for  patients  in  Lindsey 
in  15  sanatoria  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  These  are  are  follows : Branston 
Hall  and  Lincoln  City  sanatoria,  Laceby, 


OF  HEALTH 

loss. 


Withernsea,  Ashford,  Derby,  Hazlemere, 
Morpeth,  Ventnor,  Holt,  Kelling,  Harpen- 
don,  Ipswich,  Midhurst,  Wyton.  Cases  ot 
Surgical  Tuberculosis  go  to  the  County 
Hospital,  Lincoln. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILDREN. 

There  is  no  maternity  hospital  provided, 
and  no  hospital  specially  for  children. 
They  are  taken  in  at  the  Lincoln  County 
Hospital. 

FEVER. 

We  have  no  Fever  Hospital  for  this 
district,  but  Lincoln  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  takes  any  case  from  the  north  of 
the  district,  provided  they  are  not  full,  on 
payment  by  the  R.D.C.  of  £4  10s.  per  week, 
and  Horncastle  Isolation  Hospital  has  been 
used  for  cases  from  the  plural  District  in 
1922  and  1923.  ’ * 

SMALL-POX.  f 

Since.  1922  welhave  had  an  understanding 
with  the  Lincoln  Borough  Council  that  in 
case  of  an  outbreak  of  Small-pox  they  shall 
send  their  ambulance  to  fetch  cases  in  this 
district  and  take  them  into  the  Lincoln 
City  Small-pox  Hospital,  that  is  if  they  are 
not  full  up.  They  made  this  stipulation 
that  in  case  the  Hospital  was  empty  we 
should  pay  all  expenses  incurred  in  open- 
ing it.  This  I consider  quite  fair. 

There  is  no  Institutional  Provision  for 
unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants,  or 
homeless  children  in  the  area. 
AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

(a) .  For  infectious  cases. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector,  acting  on  my 
instructions,  fetched  some  few  cases  to  the 
Horncastle  Urban  Infectious  Diseases  Hos- 
pital, and  disinfects  the  vehicle  immediately 
on  its  return.  On  the  western  and  northern 
part  of  the  district  which  is  comparatively 
near  Lincoln,  we  have  on  occasion  sent 
cases  into  the  Lincoln  City  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital  at  a cost  of  £4  10s.  per 
case  per  week,  but  we  bave  no  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital  in  the  area. 

(b)  For  non-infectious  and  accident  cases. 
A motor  ambulance,  supplied  by  the  Red 

Cross  Society,  is  kept  at  the  Bull  Hotel, 
Horncastle,  and  is  available  for  fetching 
cases  to  the  War  Memorial  Hospital  at 
Horncastle  or  the  Lincoln  County  Hospital. 
A small  mileage  charge  is  payable  for  the 
use  of  it. 

Another  ambulance  is  kept  at  Messrs. 
Dove  and  Son’s  garage  at  Wragby,  and  is 
available  for  parishes  in  that  part  of  the 
district. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  are 
held  at  Rolleston  House,  Bridge  Street, 
which  is  provided  by  the  County  Council 
and  attended  every  Tuesday  by  Dr.  Hender- 
son, who  is  the  Tuljerculosis  Officer  for  the 
district. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary  and  School  Clinic 
are  each  held  weekly  on  Saturday  by  Dr. 
Henderson. 

Venereal  Clinic  is  held  at  11,  Bank  Street, 
Lincoln,  and  is  also  under  the  control  of 
the  County  Council,  and  their  officer 
attends  them. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  Rolleston 
House,  Horncastle : Tuesdays. 

Tuberculosis  and  School  Clinic,  Rolleston 
House,  Horncastle : Saturdays. 

Venereal  Clinic,  11,  Bank  Street,  Lincoln : 
Wednesdays  and  Saturdays. 

These  are  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

Arthur  Boulton,  D.P.H.,  part-time  M.O.H. 
John  Henry  Holmes,  whole-time  Sanitary 
Inspector;  is  also  Meat  Inspector,  Building 
Inspector,  and  Inspector  of  Petroleum. 
PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME, 
(a)  General. 

There  is  still  only  one  parish,  as  I reported 
in  1921,  viz.  Wragby,  which  has  its  own  dis- 
trict nurse,  and  Benniworth  shares  a nurse 
with  South  Willingham,  in  the  Louth  Rural 
District;  and  Kirkstead  shares  one  with 
Woodhall  Spa.  These  are  the  same  as  I 
reported  in  1921,  and  in  each  case  they  are 
provided  by  Nursing  Associations  supported 
by  Voluntary  subscriptions,  neither  the 
CtfLnty  Council  nor  the  R.D.C.  being  in  any 
way  responsible  for  them. 


(b)  For  Infectious  Disease  (Measles,  etc.!. 

As  I said  in  my  annual  report  for  1921, 
two  nurses  are  appointed  in  the  County, 
one  stationed  at  Louth  and  the  other  at 
Lincoln,  whose  duty  it  is  to  visit  cases  of 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  reported  by 
teachers  amongst  children  attending  Public 
Elementary  Schools  and  to  nurse  severe 
and  complicated  cases  in  houses  where  no 
other  nursing  is  available,  and  in  cases  of 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  and  Puerperal 
Fever  to  carry  out  doctor's  instructions  for 
treatment  when  necessary.  These  nurses 
are  both  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

MIDWIVES. 

The  County  Council  will  pay  50%  of  the 
expenses  of  District  Nursing  Associations 
when  the  nurse  acts  as  Midwife,  but  in  the 
Homcastle  Rural  District  there  are  no 
certified  midwives. 

CHEMICAL  WORK. 

The  Chemical  analysis  of  water  is  done 
by  the  Clinical  Research  Association,  ana 
any  analysis  under  the  Sale  of  Foods  and 
Drugs  Acts  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Police. 
Bacteriological  examination  of  water  is 
seldom  required,  but  has  been  made  once 
or  twice  in  the  last  five  years  by  Messrs. 
Thresh  & Beale,  91,  Queen  Victoria  St.,  E.C. 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria  and  Sputum  for 
Tubercle  Bacilli  are  examined  at  the 
County  Laboratory,  under  the  supervision 
of  Dr.  Glegg,  County  M.O.H. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  now  obtainable 
from  me  as  I found  that  the  Chemist  on 
whom  I used  to  depend  on  for  it  was  so 
seldom  asked  for  it  that  he  had  ceased  to 
stock  it.  This  only  came  into  force  in 
December,  1925. 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

I gave  this  list  in  1921,  and  since  then  you 
have  added The  Infectious  Diseases  Pre- 
vention Act,  1890 ; The  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1890,  Part  III ; The  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Part  II, 
Sections  16,  20,  23,  28  , 29  , 30,  31,  and  33,  Part 
III,  34,  35,  36,  37,  38,  and  46,  Part  IV,  52, 
53,  54,  55,  56,  57,  58,  60,  61,  62,  63,  65,  and  66; 
Dairies  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885;  Milk 
and  Dairies  Regulations,  1922  . 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  chief  water  supply  is  from  wells,  12 
to  25  feet  deep,  which  contain  more  or  less 
pure  water,  but  very  few,  if  any,  that 
would  pass  the  analyst  if  a reasonably 
pure  water  was  insisted  on.  Wragby  is 
supplied  from  Panton,  from  springs  in  a 
hill  there.  I visited  this  water  supply  on 
August  27th,  1922,  and  as  a consequence 
I suggested  various  procedures  which  ought 
to  be  taken  to  safeguard  the  purity  of  the 
water,  and  these  were  agreed  to,  and  in  1924, 
1,200  yards  of  new  3in.  cast-iron  pipe  were 
laid  to  the  storage  end  of  the  supply  at 
Wragby,  at  a cost  of  £350.  This  gives  a 
fair  supply  except  in  very  dry  seasons. 
Taps  are  supplied  to  nearly  every  dwelling- 
house  in  the  village,  and  crewyards  and 
workshops  as  well.  We  had  samples  taken 
in  1921  and  1922,  which  were  analysed 
Bacteriologically,  and  found  satisfactory. 
The  Horncastle  Waterworks  Co.  supplies 
from  their  Cawkwell  source  14  houses  at 
Hemingby  and  about  50  houses  at  West 
Ashby.  Ranby  has  a supply  rammed  up 
from  the  Bain,  which  supplies  about  15 
houses.  There  is  no  filtration  attempted, 
and  the  water  is  unsophisticated  river 
water. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Only  one  river,  the  Bain,  runs  through 
this  area.  It  is  not  polluted  by  the  sewage 
of  Horncastle,  the  effluent  from  whose 
sewage  farm  runs  direct  into  it  at 
Dalderby,  but  I have  been  down  to  the 
outfall  on  numberless  occasions  and  seen 
fish,  trout,  gudgeon  and  roach,  swimming 
quite  close  to  the  outfall  pipe  and 
apparently  quite  healthy,  and  none  the 
worse  for  it. 

Of  course,  this  being  an  agricultural 
district,  there  is  some  pollution  inseparable 
from  the  manuring  of  arable  land  adjoin- 
ing the  Bain,  but  I have  received  no 
complaints  during  the  last  five  years 
covered  by  this  report. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  drainage  is  practically  the  same  as 
it  was  five  years  ago. 

Wragby,  Tattershall,  Coningsby,  Lusby, 
and  Minting  have  sewers  which  are 
laid  to  cesspools  which  are  frequently 
cleansed  out  and  the  outfall  pipes  from  the 
cesspools  run  into  ditches  which  are 
cleaned  out  at  the  expense  of  the  parishes 
concerned. 

In  the  remaining  parishes  each  house  has 
its  own  cesspool,  which  is  cleaned  out 
by  the  occupier.  ^ 

The  following  will  give  a tabulated  state- 
ment of  the  drainage  and1  sewage  work 
accomplished  during  the  past  five  years 


1921  1922  1923  1924  1925  Total 
New  drains  laid  16  20  14  31  36  117 

New  trapped 

gullies  26  30  17  48  48  16? 

Impervious 

cesspools  15  15  11  29  23  93 

Additions  and 

existing  sewers  5 2 7 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

As  this  is  a rural  area  there  are  still 
many  closets  of  the  midden  type  reckling. 
Where  water  carriage  is  available  ^Ppress 
for  the  water  closet,  but  that  is  exceptional. 

1921  1922  1923  1924  1925  Total 

New  water 


closets  7 

7 

3 

8 

5 

30 

New  pail  closets  9 
Converted  privies 

12 

6 

16 

7 

50 

to  pails 

SCAVENGING. 

6 

7 

3 

8 

24 

No  system  of  scavenging  is  in  force  in 
this  area ; each  tenant  is  supposed  to  clear 
away  his  own  household  refuse,  ashes,  and 
empty  his  vault  or  pail  as  the  case  may  be, 
and  this  is  more  or  less  possible  in  this 
sparsely  populated  district  without  causing 
any  nuisance  to  his  neighbours. 
SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


New  drains  laid  2b 

Trapped  gullies  put  down  48 

New  cesspools  23 

Cesspools  cleaned  out  16 

Cesspools  removed  5 

Sewers  cleansed  10 

Drains  cleansed  9 

New  additions  to  sewers  2 

(Wragby  and  Minting) 

New  vent  pipes  4 

Wated  Closets,  Pail  Closets,  Privies  and 
Ashpits : 

New  water  closets  5 

New  pail  closets  (8  in  place  of  old 

middens)  15 

Privy  vaults  cleansed  9 

Privies  repaired  9 

Ashpits  (cleansed)  6 

Ashpits  removed  4 

New  galvanised  bins  in  place  of  ashpits  3 
Urinals  cleansed  and  repaired  4 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

New  wells  sunk  3 

Soft  water  cisterns  7 

Wells  cleaned  out 4 

Wells  protected  from  surface  pollution  8 

New  pumps  5 

Pumps  repaired  2 

Gullies  and  drains  to  take  waste  from 
well  3 

FURTHER  NUISANCES  DISCOVERED 
AND  REMEDIED. 

Pigstyes  cleansed  10 

Foul  ditches  cleaned  out  6 

Manure  heaps  removed  5 

Fowls  removed  from  near  house  1 

Total  number  of  nuisances  during  year  166 

Total  number  of  inspections  and  re- 

inspections  1344 

Total  number  of  statutory  notices 

served  during  year  40 

Abated  as  result  of  informal  action  by 
Sanitary  Inspector  104 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 


There  are  12  licensed  slaughter-houses  in 
the  district,  two  of  which  were  not  used 
during  the  year 

The  Meat  Inspector,  who  is  also  Inspector 
of  Nuisances,  states  "The  meat  regulations, 
which  came  into  force  on  April  1st,  1925, 
have  made  it  necessary  for  me  to  visit  the 
above-named  slaughter-houses  much  more 
frequently  than  before,  and  this  means 
that  the  mileage  which  I am  obliged  to  go 
is  very  heavy."  “Several  carcases  and 
parts  of  carcases  have  been  condemned  by 
Magistrates  and  destroyed,  but  the  bulk  of 
those  which  have  been  inspected  by  me 
have  been  passed  as  fit  for  human  food.” 
"I  am  pleased  to  6ay  that  the  butchers  in 
the  district  have  helped  me  in  my  work 
by  giving  me  due  notice  of  slaughtering 
and  casualities  ” 

Two  animals  have  been  seized,  condemned 
by  a Magistrate,  and  destroyed ; 6 parts  of 
carcases  have  been  surrendered  and 
destroyed.  The  administration  of  the 
Public  Health  (meat  regulations),  1924,  as 
regards  shops,  stores  and  vehicles,  is 
carried!  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
enforced. 

Jan.,  Dec., 
1920  1925  1925 

Registered  slaughter-houses  10  12  12 

These  have  been  inspected  fifty  times 
during  the  year,  sometimes  by  the  Inspector 
alone,  at  other  times  by  myself  and  the 
Inspector.  We  found  4 contraventions  of 
the  Byelaws,  and  in  4 cases  were  the  defects 
remedied. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  16  Bakehouses  in  the  district, 
which  have  been  visited1  35  times.  There 
were  found  3 contraventions  of  the  Factory 


Acts,  and  in  all  3 cases  the  defects  were 
remedied  before  the  end  of  the  year.  Some 
are  very  old,  but  might  be  made  a deal 
better  if  the  floors  were  concreted. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

We  have  26  Cowsheds  on  the  Register; 
some  are  models  of  cleanliness,  and  some 
(chiefly  the  smaller  ones)  quite  the  reverse. 
There  is  no  grade  A milk  sold  in  the 
district.  We  have  237  milch  cows  in  the 
district.  There  is  no  Veterinary  Inspector 
appoin^^  so  I cannot  say  anything  about 
TuberCT^Bsis,  but  I have  not  found  any 
suffering  from  bad  coughs  at  the  times  of 
inspection.  I have  not  had  any  complaints 
with  regard  to  the  wholesomeness  of  the 
milk  produced,  either  within  the  district 
or  brought  into  the  area,  though  the  latter 
is  not  likely  to  occur  as  the  milk  is  sent 
away  from  this  district  to  the  big  towns. 


HOUSING. 

(1)  General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  area  : 

(1)  General  housing  conditions:  Un- 
satisfactory. 

(2;  (a)  Extent  of  shortage:  At  least  150 
houses  wanted. 

(b)  Measures  taken  or  contemplated 
to  meet  any  shortage.  Houses 
built  by  private  enterprise. 

3.  The  population  is  composed  of  the 
farmers,  the  farm  labourers,  and  people 
who  minister  to  their  wants.  The  labourer 
is  leaving  the  district  in  many  instances 
for  the  towns,  where  he  hopes  for  higher 
wages,  more  amusement  and  better  housing 
conditions,  and  a certain  proportion 
emigrate  to  the  Colonies. 


Housing 
New  houses 

erected  nil 
Hn.ses  closed 

by  Council  1 
Houses  closed 

by  owners  6 
Houses  enlarged  6 
Overcrowding 

abated 


1921  1922  1923  1924  1925  Total 


7 20  13 


8 8 


8 


10 


30 

39 


36 


The  only  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the 
Council  adopting  a building  scheme  is  that 
they  cannot  see  their  way,  providing  they 
build,  to  let  the  houses  at  an  economic 
rent,  without  having  to  find  about  3s.  6d. 
per  week  per  house  as  well  as  the  expense 
of  building. 

The  agricultural  labourer  cannot  afford 
to  pay,  out  of  his  wages,  more  than  3s.  a 
week  for  rent,  and  the  most  inexpensive 
type  of  cottage  costs  at  least  6s.  to  7s.  6d. 

The  following  sentence,  written  by  “A 
Rural  Correspondent”  in  the  “Outlook,”  is 
not  much  beside  the  mark: — “It  is  not  too 
much  to  say  that  almost  every  village  in 
every  county  haB  at  least  the  nucleus  of  a 
slum  worse  in  many  respects  than  the  town 
slum,  and,  unlike  the  town  slum,  on  the 
way  to  becoming  worse,  not  better. 

Approximately  the  cost  of  building  a 
couple  of  cottages  wo'uld  be  as  follows  :— 
Cost,  £800. 

£ s.  d. 


Repayment  of  loan  and  interest  in 


say  50  years 44  00 

Rates,  say 3 0 0 

Cost  of  Administration  ----100 
Repairs  for  first  10  years  ---400 


£52  0 0 

Rents  at  6s.  per  week  - - - 31  4 0 


Net  loss  per  annum  - - - 20  16  0 

or 


£10  8s.  per  cottage. 


III. — Fitness  of  houses. 

(1) .  Many  houses  are  defective  owing  to 
dampness  of  walls,  leaky  roofs,  and  bad 
ventilation,  but  we  cannot  condemn  any 
but  the  very  worst  as  there  is  no  place  for 
the  outgoing  tenants  to  find  accommoda- 
tion; the  border-line  cases  we  have  been 
forced  to  leave  for  the  same  reason  till 
they  become  in  course  of  time  too  bad. 

(2) .  General  action  taken  as  regards  unfit 
houses : — 

(a)  Under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

Ten  houses  were  found  in  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied,  and  in  nine  of  those 
the  defects  were  remedied  by  the 
owners  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(b)  Under  the  Housing  Act. 

Two  houses  were  found  and  2 were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices. 

II. — Overcrowding. 

(1) .  Extent.  Scattered  over  the  district 
are  several  cases  of  overcrowding;  these 
could  be  best  remedied  by  building  some 
more  houses. 

(2) .  Causes.— The  boys  get  married,  cannot 
get  houses,  and  so  come  back  to  their 
parents  house,  which  speedily  becomes  over- 
crowded. 

(3) .  Measures  taken  or  contemplated  for 
dealing  with  overcrowding. — There  are  still 


several  cases  of  overcrowding  where  work  is 
plentiful  and  labour  scarce,  and  the  only 
remedy  is  to  build  more  workmen's 
dwelling’s;  this  applies  more  especially  to 
tho  larger  villages. 

HOUSING. 

Asgarby:  Good. 

Ashby  Puerorum:  Good. 

Ashby,  West:  Fair  on  the  whole,  but  a few 
very  old  and  dilapidated  cottages. 
Asterby:  Moderate. 

Barkwith,  East.  Moderate.  Several  old, 
small  and  dilapidated. 

Barkwith,  West:  Fair.  Two  small  and 
dilapidated. 

Baumber:  Good. 

Belchford : A quantity  of  old  cottages,  very 
dilapidated. 

Benniworth : Fair  on  the  whole. 

Bucknall : Moderate.  Several  small  and  old 
cottages. 

Cawkwell:  Good. 

Claxby  Pluckacre:  Good. 

Ooningsby:  Fair.  A few  very  old,  small  and 
dilapidated. 

Dalderby:  Fairly  good. 

Edlington : Good.  A few  very  old  and 
dilapidated  on  the  moor. 

Bag  Enderby:  Good. 

Wood  Enderby:  Good. 

Fulletby:  Moderate. 

Gautby:  Good. 

Goulceby : A few  old  and  dilapidated 
cottages. 

Greetham:  Fairly  good. 

Hagworthingham:  Moderate.  Several  small 
and  old  cottages. 

Haltham : Fair. 

Hameringham : Fair. 

Hatton:  Good. 

Hemingby:  Moderate. 

Horsington : Fairly  good. 

Kirkby-on-Bain : Moderate.  Several  old  and 
dilapidated  cottages. 

Kirkstead:  Moderate. 

Langton  by-Horncastle:  Good. 
Langton-by-Wragby : Good. 

Lusby:  Good. 

Mareliam-le-Fen : Fairly  good.  Several  old 
and  dilapidated  cottages. 
Mareham-on-the-Hill : Good. 

Martin:  Good. 

Miningsby:  Good. 

Minting:  Fairly  good. 

Moorby:  Fairly  good. 

Panton:  Fairly  good. 

Ranby:  Fairly  good. 

Revesby:  Good. 

Roughton : Good  on  the  whole.  Some 
dilapidated  cottages. 

Salmonby:  Fairly  good. 

Scamblesby:  Fairly  good.  Some  very  small 
and  dilapidated  cottages. 

Scrafield  • Moderate. 

Scrivelsby:  Good 
Somersby:  Good. 

Sotby:  Good. 

Stainton,  Market:  Good. 

Stixwould : Good. 

Sturton,  Great:  Good. 

Tattershall:  Good. 

Tat'ershall  Thorpe:  Fair. 

Tetford : Moderate.  Some  very  old  and 
dilapidated  cottages. 

Thimbleby:  Picturesque.  Fairly  good. 
Thornton : Good. 

Tointon,  High : Good. 

Tointon,  Low:  Good. 

Torrington,  West:  Good. 

Tumby : Good. 

Tupholme : Good. 

Waddingworth : Good. 

Wildmore:  Good.  But  a need  for  several 
cottages. 

Wilksby:  Good. 

Winceby:  Good. 

Wispington:  Good. 

Woodhall:  Good. 

Wragby : Good.  But  a need  for  several 
cottages. 

HOUSING. 

In  October,  1925,  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
got  out  a list  of  houses  needed  in  the  Rural 
District,  as  follows :— Ashby,  West,  4;  Bark- 
with, East,  4;  Barkwith,  West,  2;  Baumber, 
2;  Belchford,  2;  Bucknall,  4;  Coningsby,  6; 
Fulletby,  2;  Goulceby,  2;  Hagworthingham, 
4;  Haltham,  2;  Hemingby,  2;  Kirkby-on- 
Bain,  4;  Mareham-le-Fen,  6;  Minting,  2; 
Scamblesby,  4;  Tattershall,  4;  Tattershall 
Thorpe,  2;  Wildmore,  6:  Wragby,  6;  Total,  70. 

There  are  in  addition  48  parishes  in  the 
district  for  which  no  provision  has  been 
made  at  all. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the 
year: — 

(a)  Total 15 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under 
under  Housing  Acts : 

(i)  By  Local  Authority  - - nil 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  8 

J Brick  bungalows  6,  Farm  cottages  2. 
I.— Unfit  dwelling-houses. 
Inspection— 

1.— Total  number  of  dwelling- 


( 


houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Atcs) 125 

2. — Number  or  dwelling-houses 

which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regula- 
tions, 1910,  or  the  Housing-  Con- 
solidated Regulations,  1925  . . SO 

3.  — Number  of  dwelling-houses 

found  to  be  in  a state  so  dan- 
gerous or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habi- 
tation   r . 10 

4.  — Number  of  dwelling-houses 
(exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  the  preceding  sub-head- 
ing) found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ....  20 

II. — Remedy  of  Defects  without  service 
of  formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling- 
houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  28 
III. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925. 

1. — Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 

respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  repairs  . . 2 

2. — Number  of  dwelling-houses 
which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  by  Owners 2 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in 

default  of  owners  - - - nil 

3.  — Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
became  operative  in  pursuance 
of  declarations  bv  owners  of 
intention  to  close  - - - - nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health 
Acte. 

1. — Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 

respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied 10 

2.  — Number  of  dwelling-houeeB  in 
which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  by  Owners 9 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in 

default  of  owners  - - - nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14  and 


15  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

1.  — Number  of  representations 

made  with  a view  to  the 
making  of  Closing  Orders  . . 3 

2.  — Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made 3 

3. — Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 

which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  dwelling-houses 
having  been  rendered  fit  . . 1 

4. — Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 

respect  of  which  Demolition 
Orders  were  made  - - - - nil 

5.  — Number  of  dwelling-houses 

demolished  in  pursuance  of 
Demolition  Orders  - - - nil 


WORKSHOPS,  FACTORIES,  AND 
WORKPLACES. 

There  are  18  Factories  in  the  district,  ot 
which  6 are  at  Wragby,  and  of  these  10  have 
been  visited  during  the  year. 

Fifty-one  Workshops,  in  three  of  which 
want  of  cleanliness  was  found,  written 
notices  sent,  and  the  nuisance  forthwith 
abated. 

Fourteen  Workplaces  other  than  out- 
workers premises,  of  which  there  are  none, 
were  visited,  making  an  aggregate  of  65 
out  of  a total  of  118  on  the  Register. 

All  of  these  are  very  small  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  only  the  master  working 
himself. 

C)  ACTION  TAKEN  AS  TO  TUBERCULOSIS 
MILK  AND  TUBERCULOSIS  CATTLE. 

In  only  one  case  have  I been  called  in  to 
condemn  a carcase  of  a Tuberculosis  cow, 
slaughtered  under  Article  5 of  the  Tuber- 
culosis Order,  1925.  There  were  two  cows 
said  to  lie  “suffering  from  Chronic  Cough 
and  showing  definite  clinical  signs  of 
Tuberculosis.”  I saw  the  cows  after  they 
had  been  slaughtered,  in  company  with  a 
veterinary  surgeon,  and  found  that  only  one 
of  them  had  Tuberculosis  of  the  Lungs  and 
Liver,  and  the  other  had  no  signs  of  the 
disease  I gave  a permit  for  the  hind 
quarters  of  the  Tuberculosis  animal  to  be 
used,  and  the  whole  carcase  of  the  other 
animal. 

(ii)  Numbers  of  licences  granted  for  the 
sale  of  milk  under  special  designations 
as  in  the  4th  schedule  of  the  Milk  (special 
designation)  Order,  1923. 

There  have  been  no  licences  issued  as  abovd. 

(iii)  Refusal  or  revocation  of  registration 
of  retailers  or  of  licences  for  graded  milk, 
with  reasons  for  refusal  or  revocation. 


Printed  and  Published  by  W,  K.  Morton  & Stic. 


There  has  been  no  refusal  or  revocation  of 
registration.  There  is  no  Grade  A milk 
sold  as  such  in  the  district,  though  there 
is  one  farm  which  sells  what  is  practically 
Grade  A milk  at  the  same  price  as  the 
other  purveyors  of  milk. 

(iv)  Summarised  results  of  Bacteriological 
examination  of  samples  of  graded  or 
other  milk. 

There  have  been  no  samples  taken  for 
Bacteriological  examination. 

(e)  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Actojtre 
administered  by  the  PoliC^B^ 

THE  PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL 
OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  supply  and  prompt  use  of  Diphtheria 
Antitoxin  has  been  fully  discussed  by  the 
Council,  who  have  given  me  instructions  to 
stock  it  myself  instead  of  depending  on 
chemists  for  it.  This  has  now  been  done. 

I have  referred  to  the  examination  of 
Pathological  and  Bacteriological  specimens 
in  my  paragraph  on  Chemical  Work,  and 
a great  deal  of  use  has  been  made  of  these 
facilities. 

No  use  has  been  made  of  the  Schick  and 
Dick  tests  in  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever 
respectively. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuber- 
culosis) during  the  year  1925. 

I gave  a tabulated  comparison  of  the 
notifiable  diseases  for  the  five  years  com- 
mencing with  1921  and  ending  with  1925,  in 
the  first  paragraph  of  this  report. 

TUBERCULOSIS  (New  Cases  and  Mortality 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF 
TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1925. 

I have  had  no  occasion  to  advise  the 
Council  to  put  any  of  these  articles  into 
force. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925  (Section  62). 

I have  had  no  occasion  to  remove  to 
hospital  any  infectious  person  suffering 
from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

CASES  OF  OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 
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I am,  your  obedient  servant, 
ARTHUR  BOULTON,  D.P.H.,  M.O.H. 
15th  April,  1926 
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